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“Jesus called the disciples to him and said, “You know that the rulers 

of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise 

authority over them. It shall not be so among you. But whoever would 

be great among you must be your servant, and whoever would be first 

among you must be your slave, even as the Son of Man came not to 

be served but to serve and give his life as a ransom for many.” 

Matthew 20:25-27 
 

One thing we can notice about the world and worldly people in general, even all of us 

at times, is the practice of “one-up-man-ship.” It’s like the old song by the Haschak 

sisters, “Anything you can do I can do better.” How the world defines greatness is a 

far cry from what Jesus is talking about here.  In these verses, Jesus exalts 

servanthood especially His own divine service performed at the cross and at the 

empty tomb. Jesus who is the Lord of all allowed others to lord it over him and this 

eventually led to his death by crucifixion.  

 

This summer I have been reading the history of the kings of Israel.  Many of them 

displayed weakness in the “one-up-man-ship” game.  For example, in 2 Samuel 24 

David took a census of all the tribes in Israel from Dan to Beersheba.  David wanted 

to “know” how many men lived in his kingdom.  But why?  Should this be a concern?  

We know that what he did was sinful in God’s eyes because he was later punished for 

it. In fact, David’s own conscience told him it was a sin.  He confessed his sin and 

asked God to show mercy.  In response, God gave David three options, either “three 

years of famine,” or “three months of fleeing from the enemies of Israel,” or “three 

days of pestilence.” David chose the three days of pestilence.  

 

When David got this “hair-brain” idea to number the men of Israel, even Joab the 

commander of David’s army objected. I say “even” because Joab is not known for 

being highly spiritual. He is more like the Rambo of the Old Testament. Joab was the 

one who killed Absalom with three javelins thrust into his heart. He did this act of 

treachery against King David’s own wishes. He also took a dagger and stabbed an un-

expecting Amasa in the belly so that he died. Amasa was the one David appointed as 

the commander of his army when Joab fell out of favor with him. But having said 

this, Joab did have good instincts in the matter of the census. Joab said to David, 

“May the Lord your God add to the people a hundred times as many as they are, 

while the eyes of my lord the king shall see it, but why does my lord the king 

delight in this thing?”  If the truth were told, it was a pride thing for David. He took 

far too much delight in tracking the numbers for the sake of his own importance. 
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Likewise, even in church circles, preoccupation with tracking numbers can lead us to 

a prideful attitude or it can lead us to become greatly discouraged.    

 

What about all the wives and concubines King David had? Was this not a 

demonstration of sinful pride and “one-up-man-ship?” He could boast to the 

surrounding kings, “I have more wives and concubines than you do.” “Look at all the 

political alliances I have established through my many marriages with these beautiful 

women.”  In ancient times, a king’s greatness was measured in part by how big his 

harem was.   

 

I also marvel at the many power plays that you read about in 1 & 2 Samuel. It’s like 

all you need to do to become king in Israel, at least temporarily, was to get 50 men or 

more to “run in front of you,” (exercising authority over them) then grab one of the 

prophets or priests and have him pour oil over your head; do this in the presence of a 

few hundred people who would then say, on cue, “_______is king.” Absalom did this 

and so did Adonijah, the next oldest son of David in line after Absalom.  

 

Adonijah’s rebellion came at the end of David’s life when he was very old. The Bible 

tells us that Adonijah exalted himself by saying, “I will be king,” “I will be king.” He 

persuaded Zadok the priest and even Joab the commander of David’s army to support 

him. I guess Joab did not want to stand in the unemployment line after David departed 

from this earth. As many enemies as Joab made over the years, including the king 

himself, he seeks to become loyal to the new regime. Before his death, David 

commanded Solomon to execute Joab for his acts of treachery in committing many 

war crimes. Adonijah, like Absalom, was very handsome, and very persuasive, but he 

was not the one God wanted to be the next king of Israel. Solomon would be given 

that honor. 

 

And so it goes with worldly, pride-full people, pride that stalks all of us!  The way of 

the world today is no different from the way it was in the days of Jesus and in the 

days of David before him.  In the words of a song by Tears and Fears, “everyone 

wants to rule the world.”  This is a manifestation of our sinful nature. This is the over-

sized ego we have all inherited from the fall of Adam. This, too, is how politicians in 

our world operate; step one, seek out people who will be loyal to you; step two, 

legitimize your candidacy by some sort of ritual or ceremony; and step three, keep 

repeating to yourself and to others over and over again, “I will be king,” “I will be 

king.”  

  

In contrast to all of this, Jesus turns the world upside down with his teaching.  He 

wants people to walk around saying things like, “How can I be of service to you?” 

“What can I do for you?” “How can I help?” The followers of Christ are not worried 

about who the next king will be because they personally know the one who is the 

King of kings. Christ has forever brought dignity to the calling of those who seek to 

serve others. And this is not a case of serving others under the guise of serving self, 

but truly seeks to put the interests of others first. 

 

Jesus’ definition of greatness is not about doing great things for self or making “me” 

great in the eyes of others; it is about humble service rendered in the name of the Lord 
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for the glory of God and for the good of others. When Jesus taught that the “last shall 

be first and the first shall be last,” He is revealing the gospel to us. The “first” are 

the ones who rely upon themselves and their own righteousness to get into heaven. 

The “last” are the ones who rely upon Christ and His righteousness. These are the 

“last”who shall be first. These are the ones who will inherit the kingdom of heaven. 

Our Lord Jesus is now exercising authority over the whole universe, but He came to 

this position of power only by way of His innocent, bitter, sufferings and death. He 

came to this exalted position only by way of the cross. Therein lies the lesson for us.  

~ Pastor Johnson 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kindergarten Teacher: Deb Doesken 
1st Grade Co-Teachers: Karen Holt 
 Peggy Johnston 
2nd/3rd Grade Teacher: Saundra Highsmith 
4th/5th Grade/Lead Teacher: Cheryl Voss 
School Office Administrator: Becky Pankratz  

Preschool Co-Directors: Karen Holt 
 Miranda Ray 
Preschool Teachers: Brenda Anderson 
 Miranda Ray 
 Ginny Zerger 
Preschool Clerk: Cheryl Judd

 

FAITH LUTHERAN SCHOOL 
 

Parent’s Night 

August 12:  6:30 - 8:00 p.m.
 

 

First Day of School 

August 14  

 
SCHOOL TOURS are offered by appointment. 

Please call Becky at 788-1715, ext 103 or office@flsderby.com (school office) 

For more information, please check flsderby.com. 

 

PRESCHOOL REGISTRATION IS ONGOING… 
Preschoolers must be at least three years old by September 1, 2019. 

 

Please contact the preschool office for registration forms and information: 

788-1715, ext 103 or office@flsderby.com (school office) 

788-1715, ext. 115 or psoffice@flsderby.com (preschool office) 
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NEW CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: Office hours for Ann Will, our new office 

administrator, are from 9:00 a.m. to 3:15 p.m. on Monday through Thursday.  Please 

have all bulletin announcements submitted by Tuesday each week.  The office will 

be closed on Fridays.  In case of an emergency on Fridays, contact Pastor Johnson 

directly at 305-7163 or text his wife, Sandy, at 409-9093.

 

 

 

MIDWEEK TEACHERS MEETING 
 Wednesday, August 21 

Pizza 6:00 p.m.  ♦  Planning 6:30 p.m. 

 

 
 

 

The Lutheran Witness is a monthly publication (11 issues/yr) that 

offers LCMS news, features, columns, Q&A's, & more.  If you would 

like to subscribe, please contact the church office, 788-1715 ext 223, 

office@flcderby.com, or use the back of your attendance card, by 

August 11.  If you have a subscription and your address has changed, 

please let us know your new address.  If you wish to cancel your 

subscription, please let the office know.  Although the church pays for member 

subscriptions, please consider donating an extra $18 to the church to cover the cost.  

The Lutheran Witness is also available online at cph.org for a fee.  Thank You!  

 
GRACE FOOD PANTRY COLLECTION 

All donations of groceries are appreciated to 

help the Grace Lutheran Food Pantry.  Each 

month specific items are suggested.  The 

suggestion for August is Dry Pinto Beans & 

White Rice.   
 

Donations may be placed in the shopping cart in the breezeway.  As always, 

donations of any non-perishables are greatly appreciated.  Thanks! 

 
  

  GRACE LUTHERAN ANNUAL CLOTHING  

 GIVE-AWAY will be held on Saturday, September 14.  They  

need help sorting the week before and the day of the event.  

Clothes of all sizes are being collected and distributed.  Grace is 

located at 3310 E Pawnee, Wichita.  Phone 316-685-6781 for 

more information. 
 

 

MIDWEEK will begin the 2019-2020 year at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, 

August 28th.  Men's and Women's Bible Studies as well as Senior High 

Youth Group will begin Wednesday, September 4th, at 6:30 pm. 
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LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF 

SCHOOL KITS 
 

Extreme poverty (less than $1.90 per day) defines 1 in 

5 rural Hondurans. LWR has partnered with Children's 

Gift Ministry (CGM) since 2015 to distribute 14,000 

school kits to the most vulnerable. Ken Harrell, 

founder and executive director of CGM, states, 

"Providing children with an opportunity to get an 

education is our high calling and changing the nation 

through education is our challenge.  We are so grateful for the partnerships that make 

this possible."  Make a transformative difference in a child's life by providing some of 

the following items that Faith Lutheran LWML then uses to prepare kits. 
 

Please stop by the table in the narthex and pick up a bag and a list of needed items. 

If you are willing to sew backpacks (materials & directions supplied), 

please contact Barbara Bohm (788-5097). 
  

 4 spiral notebooks (70 ct) 

 1 ruler (inch/cm) 

 1 pencil sharpener 

 1 eraser (2½") 

 1 blunt scissors 

 1 box crayons (16 or 24) 

 5 unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers 

 5 ballpoint pens (no gel ink)  
 

Note: Please do not include any with religious symbols or messages, 

US flags, or military symbols. 

Donation tubs are in the narthex.  Thank you for your generosity! 

You do NOT need to purchase complete sets; any items listed are appreciated. 

 

TWO OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE:  If you can play a tune on the piano 

(nothing fancy required), you are needed on Wednesday evenings for 

the Midweek closing from 7:30-8:00 pm.  Also, there is a need for 

people who are willing to listen to the children’s memory lessons from 

6:30-7:00 pm.  If you are willing to serve the Lord in one of these 

capacities or have questions, please contact Marty Leimer at 777-1624. 

 
 

Your Elders of Faith 
2019-2020 Elders of Faith Lutheran Church 

 

Bill Hisle A - Daniels ------------------------------------------- 913-238-0757 

*Duane Way Darby - Hamer --------------------------------------- 788-0147 

Jeremy Bruner Hare - Klepacki ------------------------------------ 259-5029 

Lyle Blue Knuth - Pickens ------------------------------------------- 777-1636 

Patrick DeWitt Polwort - Trapp ------------------------------------ 992-3412 

*Timothy Trapp Ulrich - Zaragoza -------------------------------- 303-7259 

 *Co-Chairmen 

 

YOUTH SERVES BREAKFAST: The youth will be serving biscuits & gravy, scrambled 

eggs, & sausage for the church the first Sunday of each month.  Enjoy! 



 

[7] 
 

YOUTH ACTIVITIES: The youth will be gathering on the third Sunday  

each month at noon.  They will begin at noon preparing lunch which will  

be followed by a devotion.  The topic for August is In the Image of God.   

Tentatively, they will play volleyball in the gym after the devotion.  
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Happy Birthday…                        

 4 Josh Steinle 

 Alex Wahlenmaier 

 7 Heather Adams 

 8 Heather Mills 

 9 Chloe Dopps 

 Kacy Helmers 

10 Troy Steinle 

 Linda Wilcox 

13 Mary Ayers 

 Cynthia Darby 

 Logan Fraser 

16 Rev. Richard Boyer 

18 Steve Marten 

 Donna Voss 

19 Karen Harland 

20 Landon Ayers 

 Patrick DeWitt 

 Lance Gifford 

23 Dickie Helzer 

 Bob Hesser 

 Aaron Oster 

25 Elaine Stark 

26 Debra Daniels 

 Frank Ervin 

27 Debra Doesken 

28 Lizzie Hornung 

29 Kara Blue 

 Khia Pritchett 

30 Annie Honn 

Happy Anniversary… 

1 Bryan & Robin Vincent 

4 David & Krista Drake 

 

6 Jeanne & Kenneth 

 Cardwell 

11 Lyle & Cathy Blue 

12 Tom & Nikki Nearhood 

15 Kevin & Portia Trapp 

15 Barbara & Donald 

Woodworth 

16 Steve & Joy Klepacki 

18 Lee & Patsy Pickens 

20 Christopher & Connie 

Trapp 

23 Daniel & Christiane 

Schibbelhut 

25 Terry & Cindy Woods 

28 Charles & Nadene 

Henderson 

30 Fred & Rowena Voss 

If we have incorrect information or have missed your special date, 

please contact the church office so we can correct our records. 

 

 

 

Please pray for the Conrads as they serve in 

Mexico.  With the challenges of Mexico 

City’s population being 25 million people and the shortage of 

national pastors in this country, Daniel provides assistance in 

sending out workers to share the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

lcms.org/Conrad 

The Conrads receive donations from Sunday morning coffee and 

$50 per month from our general fund budget. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 

See missionary newsletters posted on the narthex bulletin board 

as well as the bulletin board in the kitchen hallway. 
 

If you'd like to receive missionary newsletters by email, 

 please contact the church office. 
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The Gathering will be a night to remember that you will surely not want to miss! Did 

you know that we are celebrating our 60th year in ministry at WSU? 
 

The Gathering is a celebration and benefit fundraiser for Fairmount Ministries & 

Coffee Company. The evening will be full of delicious food and beverages, a silent 

auction, entertainment, catching up with old friends or making new, and a few 

surprises! 
 

Join us from 5:30pm-9:30pm at Eberly Farms (13111 W 21st St, Wichita, KS 

67235) on Friday, Sept. 20, as we celebrate the past 60 years in ministry and look 

forward to the next 60! 
 

Tickets are $75 per person. Send checks to Fairmount Ministries (The Gathering in 

Memo) at 3815 E. 17th St. N., Wichita, KS 67208. Please include the names of those 

attending. Attire: business casual. 

We are Currently Looking for Sponsors for The Gathering! 

Contact Jenn at 316-684-5224 to discuss sponsorship opportunities.  
 

Can't Attend? Or Want to Sponsor a Student? 
We get it, schedules are busy. There's still a way to be involved in this celebration! 

Bless one of our students/young adults by purchasing their ticket so they will be able 

to attend the celebration! This will be considered a donation and is fully deductible. 

Questions? Call us at 316-684-5224.  
 

Thank you for your continued prayers and support as we seek to provide 

opportunities to foster relationships, encourage community, and promote dialogue 

about faith and life, for the university and the community in order to bring people 

closer to Jesus Christ. 
 

A Stewardship Message…  
Have you ever noticed the subtle ceremony of receiving the offerings during the 

Divine Service? The offerings are collected in plates or baskets, and they are brought 

forward and given to the pastor or an assistant. The pastor turns toward the altar, and, 

mailto:jaewrites2@gmail.com?subject=Gathering%20Sponsorships
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as he slightly bows his head, the offerings are raised slightly to the Lord and placed 

on the altar or an adjacent table.  

 

Why do we have this ceremony? And what does it teach us? For that is what 

ceremony does – it teaches, as the Augsburg Confession tells us what we need to 

know about Christ (AC XXIV, 1–3). 

 

Originally, this ceremony included more than simply bringing forward what was 

collected in the offering plates. The elements for the Holy Communion – the bread 

and the wine – were brought forward with the offerings. The offerings and elements 

were lifted toward the Lord and placed upon the altar. The altar, now made a table, 

would be set for the Lord’s Supper.  

 

Gifts brought to the altar come from the sweat of His people’s brow. They are the 

bread and wine, the fruits of His people’s labor in this fallen world. After six days of 

labor and toil, the people are to bring a generous proportion for the Lord’s work. Gifts 

set upon the altar are offered to the Lord for Him to take up and press into service for 

His gracious work. 

 

For what is offered to the Lord from the sweat of His people’s brow – the bread of 

anxious toil – comes back to us as the bread of life. The bread comes down from 

heaven that whoever eats this bread and drinks this cup will receive life through the 

forgiveness of their sins.  

 

This is not unlike what the Lord did for His people in the Old Testament:  

 

“You shall tithe all the yield of your seed that comes from the field year by year. 

And before the Lord your God, in the place that he will choose, to make his 

name dwell there, you shall eat the tithe of your grain, of your wine, and of your 

oil, and the firstborn of your herd and flock, that you may learn to fear the Lord 

your God always. And if the way is too long for you, so that you are not able to 

carry the tithe, when the Lord your God blesses you, because the place is too far 

from you, which the Lord your God chooses, to set his name there, then you 

shall turn it into money and bind up the money in your hand and go to the place 

that the Lord your God chooses and spend the money for whatever you desire – 

oxen or sheep or wine or strong drink, whatever your appetite craves. And you 

shall eat there before the Lord your God and rejoice, you and your household.” 

(Deut. 14:22-26)  

 

What a blessing! God provides for us in all things. He provides bread from the sweat 

of our brows. He receives this from us in the first-fruits offerings we give to Him in 

thanksgiving and praise, and He turns these into spiritual bread. He gives this 

heavenly bread – the bread of eternal life – back to us so we might have joy. 

 

So, the next time you are in the Divine Service, watch this ceremony in wonder. The 

offerings we have given to Him, the Lord gives back to us in His supper so that we 

may rejoice in the salvation He won for us upon the cross. 

https://blogs.lcms.org/2019/lcms-stewardship-ministry-newsletter-article-and-bulletin-blurbs-august-2019/ 

https://blogs.lcms.org/2019/lcms-stewardship-ministry-newsletter-article-and-bulletin-blurbs-august-2019/
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  WORSHIP ASSISTANTS AUGUST 2019.. 
 

 

ALTAR GUILD: Pat Morrison & Linda Wilcox 

 

1st Service – 8:15AM 

 

USHERS:  Rodney Clark 

   Marty Leimer  

  

August 4 

Elder  Bill Hisle  

Acolyte  Caris Johnson 
 

August 11 

Elders  Tim Trapp 

   Duane Way 

Acolyte  Caroline Hornung  

Crucifer  Lauren Hornung 
 

August 18 

Elder  Duane Way 

Acolyte  Callie Wade 
 

August 25 

Elders  Bill Hisle 

   Tim Trapp 

Acolyte  Dahkotta Forward 

Crucifer  Chareity Forward 

2nd Service – 10:45AM 

 

USHERS:  Tim Beikmen 

   Gerry Faley 
 

August 4 

Elder  Lyle Blue  

Acolyte  Troy Ohlde 
 

August 11 

Elders  Patrick DeWitt 

   Jeremy Bruner 

Acolyte  Carter Wahlenmaier 

Crucifer  Alex Wahlenmaier 
 

August 18 

Elder  Lyle Blue 

Acolyte  Ryder Holt 
 

August 25 

Elders  Jeremy Bruner 

   Patrick DeWitt 

Acolyte  Karl Oster 

Crucifer  Colton Ohlde 

 
 

Church Office Attendance Report 

June 30 –July 28, 2019 

 

Date 8:15 10:45 TOTAL SS Adults SS Children 

6/30/2019 89 48 137 23 N/A 

7/7/2019 68 44 112 12 6 

7/14/2019 63 52 115 N/A N/A 

7/21/2019 60 35 95 N/A N/A 

7/28/2019 64 59 123 N/A N/A 

TOTALS 344 238 582 35.00 6.00 

AVERAGE 68.8 47.6 116.4 17.5 6 

 

 

 


