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“Jesus said the kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter seed on the ground. He 

sleeps and rises night and day, and the seed sprouts and grows; he knows not how.  

The earth produces by itself, first the blade, then the ear, then the full grain in the 

ear.  But when the grain is ripe, at once he puts in the sickle, because the harvest has 

come.”  Mark 4:26-29  

With the unofficial start of summer behind us, I can’t help but think of all the growing 

that takes place during these months.  Summer is a season of growth.  The color green 

on our altar cloths symbolizes this.  Many of us know from firsthand experience how 

much growth takes place in our gardens during the months of June, July, and August.  

But these months should also be a time of growth in the grace and knowledge of our 

Lord Jesus Christ.  What a sad thing to see so many people stray from God’s Word over 

the summer months, both in worship and in Sunday school/Bible Class/VBS.  It can 

and should be just the opposite.  In the summer many of us have more time to spend in 

God’s Word - not less. 

The parable above is so simple in its telling, yet so profound.  Jesus teaches us that the 

kingdom grows spontaneously by means of the seed, which is the Word of God.  You 

might say the kingdom is self-developing.  It grows of itself and is not produced by the 

efforts of men/women.  Since Jesus dwells in His Word and works through it, there is 

intrinsic power in the seed to grow, and this growth is mysterious in nature.  The man 

who casts the seed into the ground did not know how it grew.  It just did. 

I am reminded of the grass seed that I threw down on the lawn this spring.  Day after 

day I kept watching it to see if something would happen (the container for the seed with 

fertilizer said it would sprout in 2 weeks or less).  Finally I gave up on checking it every 

day.  I think it was a few weeks later that I walked on the lawn where I had sown the 

seed and somehow, mysteriously, the seed had sprouted.  The tender green grass was 

visible.   

This is like the mysterious growth that God’s Word brings to a person’s soul.  We know 

not how the Gospel converts a sinful, unbelieving heart to faith and grows that faith 

throughout life, it just does.  It does so without human contribution.  It works 

automatically. In fact, the Greek word for “of itself” ‘αυτοματα’ is translated 

“automatic” in English.  The Gospel works automatically because Jesus is present.  His 

Spirit is working behind the scenes to gently lead people to faith or to increase faith in 

a person’s heart.  We don’t have to “jazz up” the Word or “add to it,” to make it work; 

in fact the Scripture itself forbids this.  We just have to be faithful in scattering the seed.  

We must not give up.  We continue to teach the Holy Gospel about Jesus Christ.  We 

continue to bear witness to the Truth.  We do this always keeping in mind that we are 

not in charge of the results.  This is God’s domain.  We are only called to scatter the 

seed.  

Another Scripture that speaks to the issue of sowing God’s Word is found in 1 

Corinthians 3.  “What then is Apollos?  What then is Paul?  Servants through whom 

you believed, as the Lord assigned to each.  I planted, Apollos watered, BUT GOD 

GAVE THE GROWTH.”  Growth is a gift from God not the work of man.  Again, 

our work is simply to scatter the seed and/or to receive that which is scattered in our 

hearts. 
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In a manner of speaking, the only way God’s Word doesn’t work is if people are not in 

the Word; not reading it, not in church and Sunday school and Bible Class to hear and 

learn it.  Family devotions?  This is the sad reality of the Christian Church today; fewer 

and fewer people have patience for hearing and learning God’s Word.  They refuse to 

be catechized. They refuse to have any contact with it because they have more 

important things to do - or so they think.   

Another seed parable that Jesus taught was the one about the Sower.  Some of the seed 

sown fell among thorns and thistles which represent worldly desires and cares that 

choke off the growth of the seed. I see this happening in the lives of many Christians 

today, and not just the young ones. This parable teaches us that the problem is not with 

the seed, it is with the soil. (Read Mark 4:1-9.)  

One of our closing hymns we sing from LSB is entitled, “On What Has Now Been 

Sown!”  It reads, “Thy blessing, Lord, bestow; the power is Thine alone to make it 

sprout and grow.  Do Thou in grace the harvest raise and Thou alone shalt have 

the praise.”  We sing this at the end of the Divine Service because the Word of God 

has been sown into the soil of the hearts of the people gathered.  God alone has the 

power to make the seed of His Word sprout and grow, and He does.  But again, it will 

not sprout and grow in the hearts of those who fail to hear it. 

During the months of summer, let us be receptive soil to the Word of God, that it may 

produce a harvest 30, 60, or hundredfold.  And let us also be faithful farmers sowing 

the Gospel into the ears of others.  By the grace of God, something good will happen 

and this automatically. 

                                            ~ Pastor Johnson

 
We are grieving the loss of Kathy’s father who has 

passed away.  Please remember us and her family 

in prayer at this difficult time.  Be assured that you 

are in our prayers.  

We thank God for the mission in Mexico.  Prayerfully 

consider how the Lord may be leading you to support this 

vital mission.  The Lord provides the funding for His 

mission efforts through the donations of His local churches and individual members.      

                                                                               ~ The Conrads lcms.org/Conrad 

 
ELECTRONIC GIVING:  We now have the ability to receive on-line donations via credit 

or debit cards.  This service is provided by Prolific Business Solutions which is the 

same provider for the Kansas District and is a secure site.  You can access the 

donation site in one of two ways. 

1) By going to:  https://secure.usaepay.com/pay/3nkt6jb46sg6wp468/LW7BRJpt   

2) By going to the church website and clicking on the "Donate 

Now" button.  Enter the amount of your donation and 

designation.  It may be a one-time donation or a recurring 

donation.  Add credit or debit card info.  Last, enter name and 

email address.  A receipt should be sent to the email address you 

provide. You DO NOT need to enter address information unless it has recently 

changed.  Questions or concerns, please email Tim (accounting@flcderby.com). 

 

 

 

https://secure.usaepay.com/pay/3nkt6jb46sg6wp468/LW7BRJpt
mailto:accounting@flcderby.com
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2020 GRADUATES 

HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA: 

Reise Holt 

Heather Mills – Derby High School 

Hannah Nelson – Campus High School 

Xandra Thorpe 

Lily Vincent 

Lexi Williams 

Tristin Zaragoza – While a member of the Cowley College Dance Team, will pursue 

EMT & Paramedic endorsement 
 

POST-SECONDARY DEGREE: 

Kristen Bohm – Business/Human Resources, Emporia State University 

Jarrod Fisher (Kristen’s fiancé) – Computer Science, Emporia State University 

Haley Marshall – Kansas State University 

Tiffany Voss – Biology/Chemistry, University of Sioux Falls 
 

Congratulations and God's Blessings to Each of You! 

(If you are graduating this spring and your name is not included in the above list, please 

notify the church office so the church can recognize your achievement.  You may phone 

us at 788-1715 (ext 221) or e-mail us at office@flcderby.com) 

 

 

ORPHAN GRAIN TRAIN CHALLENGES:  As the 

coronavirus abates, there will be a backlog of 

work, creating a sudden and huge expense for 

transportation costs.  Critical needs emerging 

in poor countries where inadequate testing and 

record-keeping are shrouding the full impact 

of the pandemic will require far greater aid then normal, but gives us an even greater 

opportunity to be the hands and feet of Jesus!   

 With your help, OGT can help stem the tide in vulnerable settings such as Africa 

where many live in abject poverty.  Please consider as generous a gift as possible so 

together we can meet the needs that will soon be upon us!  Please remember our 

Lord’s many encouragements to have mercy and compassion on those who are in 

need.  Your generosity will have significant impact on how many people OGT will be 

able to assist.  Though many in our country face unexpected challenges right now, we 

are so fortunate to live in the most blessed country in the history of the world.  If you 

would like help in giving a special gift, please call our office, 877-371-7393. 

 OGT, Wichita, is open Wednesdays & Saturdays, but is limiting the total number 

of volunteers at one time to 8. If you’d like to serve, please call Betty Amey, 737-

2973, who is helping with scheduling.  If you’d like to volunteer without scheduling 

in advance, please call the warehouse before you join us to make sure our numbers 

will not exceed 8.  We hope this helps to protect our volunteers without discouraging 

participation.  Please bring a mask or wear one we’ll provide.  Please follow physical 

distancing guidelines, placing one person to a table.  

 

 

 

mailto:office@flcderby.com
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Happy Birthday…      

  1 Phil Nelson 

 Chris Wells 

  3 Carter Beikman 

 Jordan Groskurth 

  4 Bill Smith 

  5 Remi Holt 

  6 Josh Herman 

  8 Joy Klepacki 

 June Koker 

  9 Kristina Reed 

10 Lars Fischer 

 Mel Srader 

11 Linda Leimer 

12 Don Brace 

13 Steven Bartlett 

 Jean Gerbitz 

13 Aubrey Hansmeyer 

 Alivia White 

15 Michelle Way 

17 Bobby Hare 

18 Max Ayers 

20 Lisa Wahlenmaier 

21 Alicia Landsverk 

 Missy Weyand 

22 Katie Hilton 

 Matt Voss 

24 Colton Ganow 

 Caris Johnson 

 Jerry Newbury 

26 June Trapp 

 Dorothy Wells 

29 David Voss 

29 Nathan Voss 

 

 Happy Anniversary… 
3 Grady & Katherine Adams 

  5 Tim & Darci Beikman 

  8 Marla & Jeff Terry 

  9 Jay & Karen Holt 

14 Mark & Debra Doesken 

 Dickie & Carol Helzer 

17 Richard & Delores Boyer 

18 Russ & Leonna Wallace 

20 Diron & Julia Ohlde 

24 Levi & Stacie Stark 

26 Robert & Sara Jones 

 

If we have incorrect information or have missed your special date, 

please contact the church office so we can correct our records. 

As you know, prior to COVID-19, we were 

seeking the support of our community, and 

with the sudden economic changes that have 

occurred since mid-March, we need your help 

now more than ever!  Like many local 

organizations, we have felt the hit of COVID-

19 and we have felt it hard. 

 

Every dollar you give will make an eternal impact as we reach out to the Wichita 

State and our local community with the love and message of Christ Jesus.  Here are 

just a few things your gift would do: 

 Assist us in expanding the outreach and impact of Fairmount Ministries. 

 Equip our team with the resources to reach more with the love and message of 

Christ Jesus. 

 Help to sustain the ministry happening at Fairmount and Wichita State University. 

 Further provide opportunities to foster relationships, encourage community, and 

promote dialogue about faith and life, for the university and the community in 

order to bring people closer to Jesus Christ. 

 

 

 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 



 

[6] 
 

USHERS NEEDED:  Men, a sign-up sheet is posted on the narthex window.  To sign up 

or questions?  Contact Gerry Faley (788-1615) or Patrick 

DeWitt (992-3412).  If you’re unable to attend a particular 

Sunday, let Gerry or Patrick know and they’ll find a 

substitute!  

TRINITY SUNDAY: (June 7) This Sunday is unique in character in position.   The 

preceding Sundays in the first half of the year, known as the festival half, 

have recalled events in the life of our Lord.  Trinity Sunday provides a 

fitting climax to the first half of the year and lends a dogmatic foundation 

for the Sundays in the second half with their messages concerning the 

teaching of our Lord and exemplified in the life of the church.  The vestments are white 

in recognition of the holiness and the glory of the Godhead.  

GRACE FOOD PANTRY COLLECTION 
All grocery donations to help the Grace Lutheran Food Pantry are 

appreciated!  The suggestion for June is canned tuna and boxes of 

macaroni and cheese.  Donations may be placed in the shopping cart in 

the breezeway.  

Circle of Peace 
BABY BOTTLE PROJECT: Thank you for participating 

in our Mother's Day to Father's Day Lutherans For 

Life project.  If your family did not get a baby bottle, 

please take one from the basket in the narthex; pray 

for God's will to be done regarding Sanctity of Life issues; fill 

the baby bottle with coins/bills/checks as you feel led.  Please 

return bottles to church on Father's Day, June 21.   Thank you! 
 

The City of Wichita Environmental Health Department no 

longer requires food handler’s cards or hosts food handler's 

classes.  This means The Lord’s Diner will no longer require 

renewals!  All those who already have a food handler card, 

even if it is expired, will not have to renew their card at any 

time.  New volunteers to The Lord’s Diner will continue to 

be required to take a food safety course, but it will be free, online, and specific to 

what is done there and much quicker.  A card will be available to print at the end of 

the online session and will never expire.  New volunteers simply bring that card with 

them for documentation. 

CONTINUED VOTERS MEETING:  Noon, Sunday, June 7.  A ballot will be 

voted upon that will determine whether the FL School will continue or 

close for a year or longer.  Prior to the meeting, an email with a Zoom 

invitation will be sent to members that will allow you to participate 

virtually and cast your vote via the chat box.  If you attend via Zoom, you must log in 

by noon.  Please plan to attend! 
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