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Matthew 19:14  “But Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me and do not 

hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of heaven.” 

 

I submit to you the following excerpt from an article found in “Procedia,” a periodical 

from Romania, of all places, that addresses issues of Social and Behavioral Sciences. 

See if you can guess who wrote it and when.  

 

“Neglecting children is a deadly sin, as parents give birth to children all over the 

world, but unfortunately too few are willing and know how to care for the 

education of their offspring.  There are several reasons why adults fail doing 

their duty towards the children.  These adults are either lacking in goodness and 

decency, rather manifesting cruelty, or content themselves with bringing 

children into the world without caring for their future.  And how may one allow 

that the youth grow uneducated, so that they may pollute others with their 

ignorance, thus contributing to the ruin of the whole community they live in. 

Many of the parents have no education themselves and have no clue about how 

they should instruct their offspring:  they are solely concerned with the material 

aspects of life and do not value anything that pertains to the spiritual.”  

 

This quote is from the 16th century.  I think we know who wrote it.  But it is just as 

timely today as it was in Reformation times.  I believe most of the chaos and disorder 

in church and state affairs these days can be traced back to a child’s upbringing, or 

should I say, the lack of a proper one.  Adults are failing in their duty toward their 

children.  How can we allow our youth of today to grow up uneducated so that they 

pollute others with their ignorance?  Isn’t this what we are seeing on the streets of our 

major cities?  These uneducated, undisciplined children, now adults pollute others 

with their ignorance!  They may have a college degree or two.  They may originate 

from a well-to-do family.  But did anyone teach them right from wrong?  Did anyone 

teach them good citizenship?  Did anyone teach them the Bible’s timeless virtues?  

Perhaps they did in their younger years, but something happened later on in life.  In 

this same article Luther is quoted a second time…he writes, “It goes without saying 

that the wealth of a city consists not only of the treasures it has managed to amass in 

time, but also the human quality of the people inhabiting it…ultimately only citizens 

who are learned, wise, honorable and well-educated are really able to properly use 

and increase a state’s wealth.”  Are the citizens of our land properly using our 

nation’s wealth?  Do leaders in government understand proper stewardship owed to 

God?  The United States is approaching some 30 trillion in debt.  Who will pay for 

this excess in spending?  It is clear that we have squandered the wealth of our nation’s 

vast resources.  (Abortion on demand has squandered our greatest of all resources).      

 

Yes, America is in trouble because we have failed to teach our young people, not all 

of them, but many (at least two generations), discipline and virtuous behavior.  In a 

manner of speaking we have let them run wild.  We give them plenty of information, 

even knowledge, but what they lack is wisdom.  Yes, the fear of God is the beginning 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2019%3A14&version=ESV
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of wisdom.  Wisdom allows people with knowledge to apply it in the proper way, in a 

way that honors God and helps our neighbor.  With wisdom comes discernment to be 

able to apply deep independent thinking to combat the shallow, superficial rhetoric 

we so often hear.  Many of the issues we face today are by nature quite complex. 

(Like COVID, foreign relations, the economy, etc.)  How many of us long for a major 

dose of the Age of Reason to resurface in our post-modern age, this age of relativism, 

this age of no, and I mean NO absolute truth.  It is now a world full of the whimsical, 

really a fantasy world.  Is this our future?  

 

What was once of great importance in public school education in America and yes, in 

Reformation times as well, was the teaching of the young on how to be good citizens 

of the state, (whatever state that may be) and yes, how to live a good life, one that 

honors God and loves one’s neighbor?  Where has all of this gone?  What will 

America look like in the years to come if we don’t return to this focus as top priority 

in our schools?  Luther praised the value of Greek and Hebrew because they were 

sacred languages, gifts from God that enabled young people to study the Bible’s 

teaching without corruption.  But Luther also strongly supported the study of great 

literature, history, music, and mathematics.  He believed these disciplines too were 

gifts from God that would equip children for productive roles in society.    

 

Recently, I did some research on Sigmund Freud for our C.S. Lewis Bible Study; he 

was and still is perhaps the most famous shrink ever, studying the human psyche and 

what causes abnormal sexual and/or violent behavior.  His final conclusions before 

passing on from this life focused on a child’s upbringing.  He concluded that gross 

deviant behavior can in most cases, not all, be traced to something that happened (or 

didn’t happen) in a child’s upbringing.  Perhaps the parents failed to extend to their 

children the common goodness and decency that Luther speaks of?  Does this sound 

so farfetched?  Isn’t this what the Bible teaches?  (Proverbs 22:6 - Train up a child 

in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it.) We need 

to remember that our greatest resource, yes, our greatest treasure in moving America 

forward from its present spiritual malaise, will be our young people, but not so much 

if parents don’t do their God given duty to raise them up in the fear and nurture of 

Jesus Christ.  We have a great challenge ahead of us because the laws of our society, 

in many ways, seek to sabotage this outcome.                          ~ Pastor Johnson

 
We rejoice that the kingdom of God marches on 

despite the coronavirus.  As the Lord tells us 

through the prophet Isaiah: “so is my word that 

goes out from my mouth:  It will not return to me empty, 

but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the 

purpose for which I sent it.” (Is. 55:11) 

Prayerfully consider how the Lord may be leading you to 

support this vital mission.  The Lord provides the funding for His mission efforts 

through the donations of His local churches and individual members.  Together we 

partner with God to take the Gospel to the far end of the earth.    

                                                                               ~ The Conrads lcms.org/Conrad 
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Principal: Sue Kleber 
Primary Teacher: Deb Doesken 
Intermediate Teacher: Cheryl Voss 
Teacher: Peggy Johnston 
Elementary Aide: Vickie Kalous 

Preschool Director/Teacher: Karen Holt 
Preschool Clerk: Cheryl Judd 
Preschool Teacher: Dawn Meade  
School Office Administrator: Becky Pankratz

 
FAITH LUTHERAN SCHOOL 

 

Parent’s Night 

August 17:  6:30 - 8:00 p.m.
 

 

First Day of School 

August 19  
 

SCHOOL TOURS are offered by appointment. 

Please call Becky at 788-1715, ext 103 or office@flsderby.com (school office) 

For more information, please check flsderby.com. 
 

PRESCHOOL REGISTRATION IS ONGOING… 
Preschoolers must be at least three years old by September 1, 2019. 

 

Please contact the preschool office for registration forms and information: 

788-1715, ext 103 or office@flsderby.com (school office) 

788-1715, ext. 115 or psoffice@flsderby.com (preschool office) 

 
FAITH’S COMMUNITY GARDEN:  The community garden beds are 

filled with the vegetables our Faith Lutheran School students began to 

grow back in February and need to be watered, weeded, and harvested 

through September!  If you would like to help care for the garden, you 

may sign up for a month of Tuesdays or Saturdays or sign up to be a 

substitute in the event that someone who was scheduled to work is 

unable to come.  A sign-up sheet has been posted in the church narthex 

or you may call Grace Adkins, 518-9670; Cheryl Voss, 253-4776; or Deb Doesken, 

651-6462, to sign up.  

 
FAITH LUTHERAN SCHOOL ADVERTISING:  FLS is looking to run a 

digital Web Banner on a monthly basis.  If you would like to sponsor the 

school for 1 month, the cost is $172 and can be placed in a Special 

Giving envelope marked FLS Marketing.  If you have any questions, 

please contact Janea Trapp, 303-7261. 

GRACE FOOD PANTRY COLLECTION 
All grocery donations to help the Grace Lutheran Food Pantry are 

appreciated!  The suggestion for August is Dry Pinto Beans and White 

Rice.  Donations may be placed in the shopping cart in the breezeway.  
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Happy Birthday…      

 4 Josh Steinle 

 4 Alex Wahlenmaier 

 8 Heather Mills 

 9 Chloe Dopps 

 9 Kacy Helmers 

 10 Troy Steinle 

 10 Linda Wilcox 

 13 Mary Ayers 

 13 Cynthia Darby 

 13 Logan Fraser 

 16 Rev. Richard Boyer 

 18 Steve Marten 

 18 Donna Voss 

 19 Karen Harland 

 20 Landon Ayers 

 20 Patrick DeWitt 

 20 Lance Gifford 

 23 Dickie Helzer 

 25 Elaine Stark 

 26 Debra Daniels 

 26 Frank Ervin 

 27 Debra Doesken 

 29 Kara Blue 

 29 Khia Pritchett 

 30 Annie Honn 

  

Happy Anniversary… 
 3 Josh & Haley Marshall 

 4 David & Krista Drake 

 5 Chris & Jessica Jensen 

 6 Jeanne & Kenneth 

Cardwell 

 11 Lyle & Cathy Blue 

 12 Tom & Nikki 

Nearhood 

 15 Kevin & Portia Trapp 

 15 Barbara & Donald 

Woodworth 

 16 Steve & Joy Klepacki 

 18 Lee & Patsy Pickens 

 20 Christopher & Connie 

Trapp 

 25 Terry & Cindy Woods 

 28 Charles & Nadene 

Henderson 

 30 Fred & Rowena Voss 

 

 

If we have incorrect information or have missed your special date, 

please contact the church office so we can correct our records. 
 

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF SCHOOL KITS 
 

Extreme poverty (less than $1.90 per day) defines 1 in 5 rural 

Hondurans. LWR has partnered with Children's Gift Ministry 

(CGM) since 2015 to distribute 14,000 school kits to the most 

vulnerable. Ken Harrell, founder/executive director of CGM, 

states, "Providing children with an opportunity to get an education 

is our high calling and changing the nation through education is our challenge.  We are 

so grateful for the partnerships that make this possible." Make a transformative 

difference in a child's life by providing some of the following items. 
 

Please stop by the table in the narthex and pick up a bag and a list of needed items. 

Questions? Please contact Barbara Bohm (788-5097). 
  

 4 spiral notebooks (70 ct) 

 1 ruler (inch/cm) 

 1 pencil sharpener 

 1 eraser (2½") 

 1 blunt scissors 

 1 box crayons (16 or 24) 

 5 unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers 

 5 ballpoint pens (no gel ink)  
 

Note:  Please do not include any with religious symbols or messages, US flags, or military 

symbols. 

Donation tubs are in the narthex.  Thank you for your generosity! 

You do NOT need to purchase complete sets; any items listed are appreciated.  

Birthdays and Anniversaries 
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 CAMPUS MINISTRY WITH FAIRMOUNT MINISTRIES: 

Are you starting college in the Fall?  Or maybe you 

know someone who is!  Fairmount would love to get to 

know them and introduce them to our awesome 

Fairmount Campus Ministry community!  Students 

from all colleges, or college age individuals are welcome! Want to get connected?  

Submit your information via our "Student Contact Form" 

at www.tinyurl.com/fairmount-student-contact, and we will be in touch before the 

semester begins to get you plugged in!  Questions about Campus Outreach?  Contact 

Paige Edgington at 316-684-5224 x. 2 or dcepaige@gmail.com. 

 

Headed to another college in Kansas?  Take a look at the Kansas District page for a 

full campus ministry list and student contact 

form: https://kslcms.org/missions/specialized-ministries/campus-ministry/. 
  

The Lutheran Witness is a monthly publication (11 issues/yr) 

that offers LCMS news, features, columns, Q&A's, & more.  If you 

would like to subscribe, please contact the church office, 788-1715 

ext 223, office@flcderby.com, or use the back of your attendance 

card, by August 23.  If you have a subscription and your address has 

changed, please let us know your new address.  If you wish to cancel 

your subscription, please let the office know.  Although the church pays for member 

subscriptions, please consider donating an extra $18 to the church to cover the cost.  

The Lutheran Witness is also available online at cph.org for a fee.  Thank You!  
 

 

http://www.tinyurl.com/fairmount-student-contact
mailto:dcepaige@gmail.com
https://kslcms.org/missions/specialized-ministries/campus-ministry/
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