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“And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. 

Let us not give up meeting together (επισυναγωγην), as some are in the habit of 

doing, but let us encourage one another, and all the more as you see the Day 

approaching."  (Hebrews 10:24-25) 

 

I heard this verse recently applied to our present situation with respect to gathering 

together for worship on Sunday morning.  The Greek word for meeting together 

actually refers to an assembly of people.  We get the word synagogue from the Greek 

which is where the Jewish people gathered together to hear God’s Word after the 

destruction of their temple.  Obviously meeting together digitally back then was not 

possible, therefore this can’t be the literal meaning or application.  And while I 

understand the need for the particularly vulnerable to do this in the midst of a 

pandemic, (and those who might come into contact with them) it should definitely be 

the exception to the rule.  And why do so many Christians give up meeting together 

when there is no pandemic? 

 

I recently went back to study the Bill of Rights, the amendments to our U.S. 

Constitution.  (I was inspired to do so because of the history lessons I have been 

attending on line through Hillsdale College in Michigan of all places.)  All the 

amendments were ratified on December 15, 1791.  What does the very first 

Amendment state? “Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of 

religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 

speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to 

petition the Government for a redress of grievances.”  I am no expert on 

constitutional law, but I believe what our founding fathers had in mind with the free 

exercise of religious clause, is the right to physically gather for worship.  They had in 

mind what once transpired and still does in countless churches on Sunday morning.  

Yes, it was long before the invention of digital technology, so they could not have 

envisioned live streaming or worship via internet.  And I am not trying to stir up a 

debate as to what constitutes true worship, but suffice to say that in the guidance 

offered by God’s Word and our own Constitution, physically meeting together face to 

face is taught and preferred.  

 

I call your attention to this so that we might all pray for God to give wisdom to our 

political leaders, church officials, and to our judges as we navigate through these 

turbulent times.  There is definitely going to be tension when trying to strike a balance 

between concerns for the safety of others while not trampling about people’s civil 

rights.  I must admit that it has been hard for me to find wisdom in decisions by 

political leaders and judges to keep abortion mills, liquor stores and the sale of lotto 

tickets going while closing down churches.  Lives are lost in our country in a 

multitude of ways, yet we turn a blind eye to some and not others. What after all is 

essential?  Does the government get to pick and choose?  Do we the people have a 

say?  What makes a big chain clothing store essential but not a mom and pop shop 

that sells clothes?  Food only, or should we include hardware stores?  And what is 
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wrong with going to the park?  The framers of the Bill of Rights thought worship was 

essential.  Because they grew and/or raised their own food on the farm, what did they 

care if Dillon’s or Walmart were open?  We know Jesus thinks worship is essential.  

It is the one thing needful.  Indeed, “man does not live on bread alone but on every 

word that proceeds from the mouth of God.”  Have we lost this truth in our 

society?  In the church?  
 

As I write this article, I heard earlier today that the Governor of Kansas struck a 

compromise with the two Baptist pastors that sued her for not allowing a larger than 

ten people gathering in a church building even on Easter Sunday.  It was not a 

surprise to me that the federal judge sided with the two pastors, while the Supreme 

Court of Kansas sided with the Governor.  The legislature also sided with the two 

pastors.  I am just thankful they were able to work it out so that starting on May 3rd 

congregations will be able to assemble with more than 10 people while still practicing 

social distancing.  I think it was commendable that the overwhelming majority of the 

churches in our country were willing to comply with the restrictions. They did not 

rebel.  
 

From the very beginning, however, I thought the approach taken on the federal and 

state level was far too simplistic and unsophisticated, really the approach that one size 

fits all.  I don’t question their sincerity, but is the 10 only rule fair to those churches in 

Wichita that can seat more than a thousand worshipers at one time compared to a 

rural congregation that seats 50?  And the big churches certainly don’t need me to 

advocate for them.  
 

What this pandemic has taught me (besides believing the devil was behind the whole 

thing), and I certainly knew this beforehand, is that America is in a state of serious 

moral and spiritual decline. The disunity has been horrifying. The stimulus piled on to 

our national debt is deeply troubling for our kids and grandkids.  It is immoral.  When 

our political leaders, church leaders, and judges no longer fear God, how can their 

decisions be godly or wise?  God will indeed work all things together for the good of 

His people, those who love Him and are called according to His purposes, but alas, 

the institutional church (and our nation) has always given shelter to those who don’t 

love Jesus and really have no desire to serve him.  All the more, may we the faithful 

encourage one another toward love and good deeds that include the meeting together 

in person as the Bride of Christ!              ~ Pastor Johnson

 
The National Day of Prayer is observed annually on 

the first Thursday in May.  This day of prayer, 

designated by Congress, asks people “to turn to God 

in prayer and meditation.”  The modern law 

formalizing the annual National Day of Prayer observance was enacted in 1952 and 

each year since, the President of the United States has signed a proclamation 

encouraging all Americans to pray on this day. 

GRACE FOOD PANTRY COLLECTION 
All grocery donations to help the Grace Lutheran Food Pantry are 

appreciated!  The suggestion for May is canned fruit.  Donations may 

be placed in the shopping cart in the breezeway.  
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Kindergarten Teacher: Deb Doesken 
1st Grade Co-Teachers: Peggy Johnston 
 Deb Doesken 
2nd/3rd Grade Teacher: Saundra Highsmith 
4th/5th Grade/Lead Teacher: Cheryl Voss 
School Office Administrator: Becky Pankratz  

Preschool Director: Karen Holt 
Preschool Teachers: Ginny Zerger 
 Karen Holt 
 Dawn Meade 
Preschool Clerk: Cheryl Judd

 

This Month's Events …

 Mon May 11 School Board Meeting 

 Wed May 20 Last Day of School 

 Thurs May 21 Teacher Workday 

 
YOUTH FUNDRAISER:  The youth are selling Dutch Mill Bulbs.  If 

you are considering purchasing flowers, please visit the following 

website to see if what you are interested in is listed: 

https://groups.dutchmillbulbs.com/affiliate-area/  You can also access the link from 

the youth Facebook page.  Thank you for supporting the youth.  
 

2020 GRADUATES 

HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA: 

Reise Holt 

Heather Mills – Derby High School 

Hannah Nelson – Campus High School 

Xandra Thorpe 

Lily Vincent 

Lexi Williams 

Tristin Zaragoza – While a member of the Cowley College Dance Team, will pursue 

EMT & Paramedic endorsement 
 

POST-SECONDARY DEGREE: 

Kristen Bohm – Business/Human Resources, Emporia State University 

Jarrod Fisher (Kristen’s fiancé) – Computer Science, Emporia State University 

Haley Marshall – Kansas State University 
 

Congratulations and God's Blessings to Each of You! 

(If you are graduating this spring and your name is not included in the above list, please 

notify the church office so the church can recognize your achievement.  You may phone 

us at 788-1715 (ext 221) or e-mail us at office@flcderby.com) 

We decided to remain in Mexico during the virus. 

May the Lord use us in a powerful way during this 

time.  Kathy’s father in Michigan contracted the 

virus and is now under hospice care.  Her mother is in 

quarantine and cannot have contact with anyone.  Please 

pray for them and Kathy. ~ The Conrads lcms.org/Conrad 

 

https://groups.dutchmillbulbs.com/affiliate-area/
mailto:office@flcderby.com
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Happy Birthday…      

  1 Christiane Schibbelhut 

  2 Lacey DeWitt 

  3 Rachel Hood 

 Judy Watson 

  4 Kyle Doesken 

 Nadene Henderson 

 Carrie Judd 

 Julia Ohlde 

 Julia Voss 

  5 Chareity Forward 

  7 Mallory Lauer 

 Marten Leimer 

  8 Samantha Faley 

 Karl Oster 

 Brian Stockebrand 

  9 Kristen Harper 

10 Rowena Voss 

11 Todd Drake 

 Marlene Smith 

12  Marci Howard 

 Cheryl Meyer 

13 Teresa Stockebrand 

14 Barbara Bohm  

15 Drew Bailey 

17 Duane Kalous 

 Deanna Sharon 

18 Nathan Blue 

 Pastor Johnson 

19 Brady Beikman 

 Diane Prell 

22 Braylen Seeney 

23 Dahkotta Forward  

 Stephanie Watson 

24 David Faley 

25 Vickie Kalous 

28 Lonnie Hossfeld 

29 Merlyn Wetzel 

30 Phillip Davis 

31 Aurora Pritchett 

 Happy Anniversary… 
  9 Rachel & Brian Parnell 

10 Michael & Becca Doesken 

12 Duane & Vickie Kalous; 

Greg & Teresa Stockebrand; 

Merlyn & Mary Ellen Wetzel 

17 Lloyd & Carol Schmidt 

22 Kay & Alex Thorpe 

30 Brent & Carmen Onken 

31 Kristina & Jonathan Reed 

 

If we have incorrect information or have missed your special date, 

please contact the church office so we can correct our records. 

ARMED FORCES DAY – MAY 16, 2020 

CURRENT FAITH LUTHERAN MEMBERS WHO HAVE SERVED IN THE MILITARY: 

Grace Adkins 

Jared Ayers 

Jeremy Bartlett *     

Steven Bartlett 

Fred Bohm 

Rev. Richard Boyer 

Donald Brace 

Patrick DeWitt 

Joseph Doesken 

Bruce Dopfel 

Gerald Faley 

Lars Fischer 

Kevin Forward 

Norman Fry 

Robert Garcia 

Larry Hare 

Dickie Helzer 

Charles Henderson 

Robert Hesser 

Chris Jensen 

Kerry Lehman 

Marten Leimer 

Jerry Newbury 

Jo Newbury 

Michael Ostgren 

Michelle Poss 

Fritz Raabe 

Lloyd Schmidt 

William Smith 

Melvin Srader 

Robert Starr 

Gregory Stockebrand * 

Charles Trapp 

Kevin Trapp * 

Tim Trapp * 

Miles Vincent * 

Aaron Voss 

Austin Voss 

Fred Voss 

Russ Wallace 

Jeremy Watson 

Merlyn Wetzel 

Robert Worman

 

If you have served in the military and are not listed above, 

please contact the church office.  Thank you! 

CONFIRMATION:  Join us in the 8:15 am service next Sunday, May 10, as 

we rejoice in the confirmation of Dahkotta Forward. 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 
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ELECTRONIC GIVING:  We now have the ability to receive on-line donations via credit 

or debit cards.  This service is provided by Prolific Business Solutions which is the 

same provider for the Kansas District and is a secure site.  You can access the 

donation site in one of two ways. 

1) By going to:  https://secure.usaepay.com/pay/3nkt6jb46sg6wp468/LW7BRJpt   

2) By going to the church website and clicking on the "Donate 

Now" button.  Enter the amount of your donation and 

designation.  It may be a one-time donation or a recurring 

donation.  Add credit or debit card info.  Last, enter name and 

email address.  A receipt should be sent to the email address you 

provide. You DO NOT need to enter address information unless it has recently 

changed.  Questions or concerns, please email Tim (accounting@flcderby.com). 

USHERS NEEDED:  Men, a sign-up sheet is posted on the narthex window.  To sign up 

or questions?  Contact Gerry Faley (788-1615) or Patrick DeWitt 

(992-3412).  If you’re unable to attend a particular Sunday, let 

Gerry or Patrick know and they’ll find a substitute!  

BIBLE BOWL NEXT WEDNESDAY:  Join us for an evening of fun at 6:30 pm, 

Wed. May 6, in the Fellowship Hall. 

 

FAITH’S COMMUNITY GARDEN:  The community garden beds are 

filled with the vegetables our Faith Lutheran School students began to 

grow back in February and will need to be watered, weeded, and 

harvested from May through September!  If you would like to help 

care for the garden, you may sign up for a month of Tuesdays or 

Saturdays or sign up to be a substitute in the event that someone who 

was scheduled to work is unable to come.  A sign-up sheet has been 

posted in the church narthex or you may call Grace Adkins, 518-9670; Cheryl Voss, 

253-4776; or Deb Doesken, 651-6462, to sign up.   
  

The LHM has been a witness for more than 90 years!  The Lutheran Hour proclaims 

the salvation of Jesus every week to hundreds of thousands of listeners on more than 

900 radio stations.  Tune to LHM radio on Sundays for a one hour broadcast when 

you can't be at church to worship with us.  It's the next best thing to being here!  ~ 

Max Ayers, Faith's LHM representative 
 

KJRG Newton, 950 AM, Sunday, 8:00 am  KFTI Wichita, 1070AM, Sunday, 8:30 am 

KAWZ Wichita, 88.7 FM, Sundays, 9:00 am XM Radio #170, Sundays, 12:00 noon 

Or listen online at http://www.lutheranhour.org/ 

MIDWEEK RECOGNITION:  Join us in the May 17 Sunday Worship 

Services to recognize those involved in Midweek.  In addition, Bibles 

will be presented to all second graders. 

 

 

 

 

https://secure.usaepay.com/pay/3nkt6jb46sg6wp468/LW7BRJpt
mailto:accounting@flcderby.com
http://www.lutheranhour.org/
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The LHM has been a witness for more than 90 

years!  The Lutheran Hour proclaims the 

salvation of Jesus every week to hundreds of 

thousands of listeners on more than 900 radio stations.  Tune to LHM radio on 

Sundays for a one hour broadcast when you can't be at church to worship with us.  It's 

the next best thing to being here!  ~ Max Ayers, Faith's LHM representative 
 

KJRG Newton, 950 AM, Sunday, 8:00 am  KFTI Wichita, 1070AM, Sunday, 8:30 am 

KAWZ Wichita, 88.7 FM, Sundays, 9:00 am XM Radio #170, Sundays, 12:00 noon 

Or listen online at http://www.lutheranhour.org/ 

MOTHER'S DAY TO FATHER'S DAY PROJECT: Circle of Peace invites you to 

participate in our Lutherans for Life project.  Take a baby bottle from a 

basket in the narthex and let it serve as a reminder to pray for God's will to 

be done regarding life issues; fill the baby bottle with coins/bills/checks as 

you feel led; return the bottle to church on Father's Day. 
 

http://www.lutheranhour.org/

