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What do the following Bible passages have in common? “Then God said, Let us 

make man, after our likeness….so God created man in his own image, in the image 

of God he created him; male and female he created them.” (Gen. 1:26-27)  “For 

this reason God gave them up to dishonorable passions.  For their women 

exchanged natural relations for those that are contrary to nature; and the men 

likewise gave up natural relations with women and were consumed with passion for 

one another, men committing shameless acts with men and receiving in themselves 

the due penalty for their error.”  (Rom. 1:26-27)  “For when Gentiles who do not 

have the law, by nature do what the law requires, they are a law to themselves even 

though they do not have the law.  They show that the work of the law is written on 

their hearts, while their conscience also bears witness, and their conflicting 

thoughts accuse or even excuse them on that day when, according to my gospel, 

God judges the secrets of men by Christ Jesus.”  (Rom. 2:15-16) 

 

These three passages are descriptive of “Natural Law.”  What is natural law?  The 

church fathers, influenced by Roman law, believed it was the primitive natural 

revelation of God in man’s heart, the innate knowledge of right and wrong, and they 

regarded it as evidence of the truth.  (Lutheran Cyclopedia)  Natural law describes 

human design and the way things are; it is law because nothing can change our 

essential nature.  In our post-modern world we are witnessing something 

unprecedented, the collapse of natural law!   Don’t get me wrong, natural law is still 

there, it always will be, but our post-modern society seeks to remove it from all 

consciousness; strong “dark” forces are at work to eradicate it altogether.  

 

The founding fathers of our American republic understood natural law and 

wholeheartedly supported it.  The Declaration of Independence begins, “when in the 

course of human events it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the 

political bands which have connected them with another and to assume among 

the powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to which the Laws of 

Nature and of Nature’s God entitle them…they should declare the causes which 

impel them to separation.”  It is clear our founding fathers appealed to natural Law 

and to the God of natural law for their separation from British rule.  There has been an 

alarming shift in the church as well.  For example, at a recent ELCA youth gathering 

a woman pastor was given a platform to speak in favor of gay marriage and 

transgenderism.  It is hard to fathom this shift within Protestantism because both 

Calvin and Luther in the 16th century were strong teachers and proclaimers of natural 

law.  A respected contemporary Lutheran theologian Carl Braaten writes the 

following:  “When the task force of the ELCA released ‘A Social Statement on 

Human Sexuality,’ in addition to relativizing the force of the passages of the Bible 

that condemn homosexual behavior, it made no reference to the natural law, which 

traditionally has been one of the strong pillars undergirding traditional Christian 

morality.”  Carl Braaten, a voice of reason in the ELCA, identifies the issue with great 

clarity.  When natural law is no longer appealed to in our discussions about morality, 
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we have in effect, greatly weakened our Scriptural confession and have undermined 

the cause of righteousness.    

 

We have seen much evidence of the collapse of natural law in both church and state; 

everything from the unnatural killing of babies inside their mother’s womb, to the 

acceptance of unnatural sexual relations between two men or two women to such an 

extent that the Supreme Court in 2015 sanctioned “gay marriage.”  We also now 

speak of cohabitating couples as a “family.”  There is no such thing as gay marriage 

in God’s design, in His natural law given to mankind; after all He created us male and 

female.  And Jesus said, “For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and 

cleave to his wife.”  (Matthew 19:4-6) 

 

It is also unnatural for married couples not to desire to “be fruitful and multiply,” to 

bring children into this world.  It is one thing for couples to try without success to 

have children, it is another thing to plan to be life-long empty nesters.  Isn’t it 

interesting, rather sad, that two men living together and having sexual relations want 

to adopt a baby or the same scenario with two women, yet many young married 

couples who have God’s blessing to be fruitful, do not want to have a child even 

though it would be a precious gift from God?  And obviously it is still God’s plan for 

the woman to carry the child in her womb and to deliver the baby.  (There was a 

Hollywood movie recently that had for its story line a man giving birth to a baby) 

Humorous?  Indeed!  But in a society where we have become “unisex,” the idea that 

men and women are interchangeable, even in some places with respect to high school 

athletics, in just about everything, this movie is promoting an ideology that is 

becoming more and more main stream.   

 

Has the church in recent decades shied away from its responsibility to witness to 

God’s natural law?  Braaten believes this has happened due to fairly recent 

developments in (post) modern philosophy, especially utilitarianism (usefulness 

determines what is right) and positivism (what is positive for the individual 

determines what is right).  He writes,  “Combined with the loss of confidence in the 

truthfulness of Scripture and the competence of the Church to interpret it aright, there 

arose a widespread skepticism about the ability of reason to discern a universal moral 

order in human society.”  He later admits in this same article that those who now hold 

power in our society like judges and legislators are deciding for us, even for the 

church, what is morally right.  Natural law given to Adam and Eve, and later 

confirmed by the giving of the Ten Commandments to Moses on Mt. Sinai, is no 

longer adhered to in our society; more and more the rule of Law in our society is at 

odds with the rule of God’s Law.  

 

Another concern over the demise of natural law is how the church does evangelism. 

Will there be a call to repentance for sin against God’s natural/moral law?  What 

moral law, they say?  It is all relative.  In the church’s outreach to unbelievers, 

shouldn’t we appeal (albeit sincerely and gently) to natural law in our preaching and 

teaching of morality, that which is right in God’s eyes?  The church too often seeks to 

evangelize, to lead people to Christ without the law, natural and/or moral, and without 

a confession of sin.  How can this be?  Speaking in a utilitarian way, this is not useful 
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or helpful.  Why?  Because Jesus came into the world to save sinners!   Are you a 

sinner?   What tells you this?   The law which I have not kept! 

 

Our society is at a crossroads, the moral decline will continue unless the church 

regains its courage, out of Christian love, to appeal to man’s innate moral 

consciousness in service to the gospel.  It is certainly there, though clouded by sin. 

Yes, guilt and shame are the proper penitential response to flagrant transgressions of 

God’s law which leads to repentance.  The alternative is that people will be lost in a 

sea of utilitarianism and positivism, philosophies that have no power to save.  Even 

though different peoples and cultures have used different means to describe natural 

law, (and some of these have not acknowledged our God as the source) yet there has 

always been a consensus.  What the Chinese called Tao, what Plato called the 

“Golden Rule,” what the Hebrews knew as the Ten Commandments, is the same 

natural law that was written on the hearts of Adam and Eve.  Isn’t it time to appeal to 

natural law in our mission of reaching the lost with the Gospel of Jesus Christ?   

                                                                                                           ~ Pastor Johnson

 
 

We give thanks for a safe trip for Kathy and Ana 

to Detroit to see Kathy’s mother for the first time 

since Kathy’s father died in April. 

Please pray for the future national pastors and deacons 

who will be studying the courses that Dan teaches in the 

fall semester. 

                                          ~ The Conrads lcms.org/Conrad 

                   LWML FALL RALLY 
Saturday, October 10 

Trinity Lutheran Church, 611 E Erie, Wichita 

(Use east door off of the parking lot) 

Cost:  $8.00 

Schedule:  Registration 9:15 – 9:45 am 

 Singing 9:45 am 

 Call to Order 10:00 am 

 Opening Devotions Pastor Boyle 

 Bible Study Pastor Snow 

 Closing Devotions Pastor Schnelle 

 Adjournment 2:30 pm 

RSVP no later than Monday, Oct. 5, to Vicki 

Lessman, 684-1367 (H), 641-9392 (C), 

vlessman@cox.net  Childcare is available.  If 

needed, ask when registering.  Ingathering will support Grace Lutheran-Wichita Food 

Pantry:  Laundry soap, dish soap, bar soap, toilet paper, applesauce, canned fruit, 

saltines, noodles/pasta, pancake syrup, spaghetti sauce, pancake mis, tuna, canned corn, 

canned soup, peanut butter, canned beans, canned green beans, macaroni & cheese, 

flour, sugar, oatmeal, rice, margarine.  The pantry is open every Tuesday with 8 

volunteers.  Households may come every 3 months and about 103 households are 

served.  Servant Event:  Trimming stamps.  Please bring paper cutting scissors.  

 

mailto:vlessman@cox.net
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Principal: Sue Kleber 
Kindergarten Teacher: Deb Doesken 
Grades 1 & 2 Teacher: Anita Norris 
Grades 3 - 5 Teacher: Cheryl Voss 
ELA Teacher: Peggy Johnston 
Aide: Jennifer Brownlee 
Aide: Rebecca Doesken 
Aide: Vickie Kalous 

Para: Mandi Forward 
 
Preschool Director/Teacher: Karen Holt 
Preschool Clerk: Cheryl Judd 
Preschool Teacher: Angela Beeson 
Preschool Teacher:  
Preschool Teacher: Dawn Meade  
School Office Administrator: Becky Pankratz

 
This Month's Events … 

Mon Oct 12 Ed Conf-No School 

Wed Oct 14 Teacher Inserv/Wkday 

Thurs Oct 22 Parent/Teacher Conf 

Fri  Oct 23 Parent/Teacher Conf 

Fri  Oct 30 Reformation Parties 

 
Developing a Servant’s Heart 

Janea Trapp, School Board Treasurer 

 

“Sent to Serve” is a great theme for this school year’s Chapel series with a focus on 

the life and teachings of Jesus Christ. Servitude is a theme that Jesus spoke about 

many times throughout His life and ministry here on earth.  

Having a servant’s heart does not come easily to us. We are by nature more focused 

on our own needs and desires than those of others. We focus more on reaching a level 

of perceived success than focusing on making a significant impact in the lives of 

those around us. This mindset is not the mindset of a servant. Jesus himself said He 

came not to do His own will but the will of the Father (John 5:30). As Christians, 

followers of Jesus Christ, have we not also been sent to do the work of our Father 

here on earth? 

We have been bought and paid for with a great price, the blood of Jesus and we are no 

longer our own. Although we are saved by His grace and not our works, our success 

in the kingdom of God is measured by our service to others, not our commitment to 

ourselves. We must love Jesus with our whole heart, and we must love our neighbor 

as ourselves. If we are to build and live a life to glorify God, we must “die to self” 

every day. While the phrase “die to self” is not explicitly found in scripture it is 

closely related to being born again in faith. Dying to self means we forego the selfish, 

physical, and egotistical desires of this world and wholeheartedly seek the kingdom of 

God. “Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he 

cannot see the kingdom of God” (John 3:3)  “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a 

new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.” (2 Corinthians 

5:17) 

When you view servanthood as a way of living, an expression of worship to God, you 

do so willingly with joy because it reflects your relationship with God. Extending 

kindness to others, shares your love for God with them. 
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In the coming months we will be sending monthly “Sent to Serve” Service Cards 

home with our preschool and elementary students. Students will be encouraged to 

“strive for five” as they complete activities to serve in six categories: Church 

(Chapel), Friends, Community, Family, School and Neighbors. We believe that 

providing opportunities early for children to participate in serving others in the long 

run increases their confidence and self-worth, along with respect and love for others 

and their community. 

 

“The Son of Man came not to be served but to serve,  

and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 

Matthew 20:28 
 

 

 

 

 

Happy Birthday…      

  1 Robert Garcia 

  2 Tammy Honn 

  3 Carmen Onken 

  7 Britton Voss 

  8 Tom Nearhood 

  9 Kaytelynn Mendenhall 

  9 Hannah Vincent 

11 Tim Beikman 

11 Owen Bruner 

12 Jeremiah Davis 

12 Katelyn Davis 

15 Chase Rowland 

15 Owen Voss 

16 Cameron Gibson 

16 Reise Holt 

16 Jason Williams 

17 Gunner Gifford 

19 Grace Adkins 

19 Ross Stark 

20  Bruce Dopfel 

20 Kathy Fischer 

21 Kerry Lehman 

23 Haither Zaragoza 

24 Jan Garcia 

27 Charles DeMeyer 

28 Debbie McVey 

28 Lily Vincent 

29 Dane Helzer 

30 Fred Bohm 

30 Julie Green 

31 Barbara Woodworth 

  

Happy Anniversary… 

25 Lars & Kathy Fischer 

26 Frank & Sandy Fogle 

26 Pastor & Sandy  

 Johnson 

28 Rodney & Phyllis  

 Clark 

 

 

If we have incorrect information or have missed your special date, 

please contact the church office so we can correct our records. 
 

 

 LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF PICK-UP will be Tuesday, 

Oct. 6, at Holy Cross.  The boxes in the narthex entry way, as 

well as items brought from Oklahoma and other areas of Kansas, 

will be loaded onto a semi-truck & delivered to a Lutheran World 

Relief warehouse in St. Paul, MN, to be distributed throughout 

the world!  THANK YOU to all who donated for the School Kits. 
 

GRACE FOOD PANTRY COLLECTION 
All grocery donations to help the Grace Lutheran Food Pantry are 

appreciated!  The suggestion for October is Soap Products (Laundry, 

Dish, Bar Bath).  Donations may be placed in the shopping cart in the 

breezeway 

 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 
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OCTOBER IS NATIONAL "CLERGY 

APPRECIATION MONTH" 

This is a great opportunity to demonstrate love, 

appreciation, and encouragement to Pastor 

Johnson; Kyle Nelson, our seminary sponsored 

student; and all other pastors.  Consider the 

instruction of the Apostle Paul as, under 

inspiration of the Spirit, he writes: "We ask you, 

brothers, to respect those who labor among you 

and are over you in the Lord and admonish you, 

and to esteem them very highly in love because of their work…"   1 Thessalonians 

5:12-13  
 

 

 'Standing for Life' 

Derby Life Chain 

 

Sunday, October 4, 2020 

1:30 pm – 3:30 pm 

 

Corner of Madison Ave and K-15 

Derby, Kansas 

 

The legality of abortions has not only killed millions of babies in the womb, but has 

caused ongoing sadness, guilt, loss, and brokenness in many women, girls, men, and 

families.  We pray that the wounded hearts, minds and lives be led to forgiveness, 

healing, and renewal in Christ.  Help us to give bold compassion and help as we are 

able or direct them to ministries like Lutherans For Life hotline (Word of Hope) @ 888-

217-8679, Choices Medical Clinic @ 687-2792, and Pregnancy Crisis Center of 

Wichita, Inc.  @ 945-9400.  "Arise, Lord!  Lift up Your hand, O God.  Do not forget 

the helpless."  Psalm 10:12 
 

 

LWML SUNDAY will be observed at Faith on 

October 4.  The theme is Kingdom People 

Produce Kingdom Fruit, based on Matthew 

21:43: Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God 

will be taken away from you and given to a 

people producing its fruits. In Matthew 21:33-46, Jesus teaches that the kingdom of 

God will be taken from the religious leaders of the day and be given to people 

producing its fruits.  By God’s grace in Christ, we are blessed to be these people in 

the kingdom of God.  He graciously nurtures us and generously 

gives us everything we need to produce fruit for the kingdom 

during the fruit-bearing season of our lives.  Because of your 

donations to mites, we can share the Gospel and bring others to 

Christ.  Thank you for your support of LWML, enabling us to 

produce fruit for God’s kingdom. 
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REFORMATION FESTIVAL 
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

909 S MARKET, WICHITA 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25 

4:00 PM 
 

All are invited to join the festivities!  Guest preacher will be the Rev. Dr. Carl 

Fickenscher.  After the service we’ll gather for a banquet dinner.  Banquet tickets are 

$15/plate.  Children age 10 and under eat free.  The offering will support the Joint-

Seminary Fund.  RSVP for the meal by Oct 19 to Phyllis at Immanuel 

(secretary@ilchurch.org, 264-0639).  Please pay at the door. 

JOIN THE REFORMATION CHOIR:  You are invited to participate in the Reformation 

Choir.  Rehearsals will occur on Sunday, Oct. 18, at 4:30 pm; Thursday, Oct. 22, at 

7:00 pm; and Sunday, Oct. 25, at 3:00 pm.  The service is at 4:00 pm, Oct. 25, at 

Immanuel Lutheran Church.  Please let Becky Schmidt (rsmusic123@gmail.com or 

650-3600) know if you are interested in participating so she can plan ahead for social 

distancing. 

 

 

2020 KANSAS DISTRICT REFORMATION OFFERING 
It’s time for the annual Kansas District Reformation Offering, 

which supports the Rev. Eugene Schmidt Memorial Mission 

Fund.  The Schmidt Memorial Mission Fund helps fund 

mission outreach RIGHT HERE IN KANSAS, supporting 

efforts including church revitalization, church planting and 

specialized ministries (campus, rural and small town, urban, 

deaf, and ethnic).  If you’d like to contribute to this special 

offering, you can donate online through the Kansas District website, 

kslcms.org/donate, or send a check with “2020 Reformation Offering” in the memo 

line to the LCMS Kansas District, 1000 SW 10th Ave., Topeka, KS, 66604-1104.  

We’re grateful for your support as we work together to share the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ in Kansas! 

 

 
Get to Church at the correct time! 

Be sure to set your clocks 
BACK one hour on October 31! 
We get an extra hour of sleep! 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:secretary@ilchurch.org
http://kslcms.org/donate


 

[9] 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 


